
BRADLEY MANNING

• young US military intelligence analyst with Welsh and Irish roots
• accused of leaking hundreds of thousands of documents via WikiLeaks
• hard evidence revealing the ugly truth about the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
• they include the collateral murder video, the Iraq War logs, Afghan war diaries
• also hundreds of thousands of US diplomatic cables. 

DETENTION AND COURT MARTIAL

• Bradley Manning has been detained for over 800 days without trial. 
• His treatment for 11 months of this time has been condemned by the UN 

Special Rapporteur on Torture, Juan Mendez.
• Included being kept in long term solitary confinement, woken every five 

minutes and required to confirm that he was ok, denied access to fresh air, 
exercise, to correspondence, reading material, his glasses, stripped of his 
clothes and required to parade naked

• Mendez has not been allowed a private meeting with Brad then or since.
• President Barack Obama, who is Commander in Chief of the Military in the US 

has already declared that Bradley broke the law, fatally prejudicing his trial at 
court martial.

• Court martial process is ongoing and unlikely to reach full trial before next year.

Contained in these files is evidence to back up the arguments of every peace  activist 
as well as any soldier who has seen what really goes on and wants to speak out about 
it (as Michael Lyons here in England and Ethan McCord in the US have done for 
example).

BRADLEY MANNING AND ALL THINGS NUCLEAR

Bradley Manning's story connects with nuclear issues at a number of key points.

(1) CRESCENT, KAREN SILKWOOD AND THE PLUTONIUM PLANT

• Brad – age birth-13 spent in Crescent, Oklahoma, US
• Crescent has another famous whistleblower.
• Karen Silkwood, a union activist at the nearby Kerr-McGee Plutonium 
• Died in suspicious circs in 1974
• The plant made plutonium fuel rods for nuclear reactors.
• Karen on her way to meet a New York Times journo with dossier of documents 

exposing health and safety violations and serious contamination risks at the 
plant. 

• Afterwards, dossier had disappeared and was never found
• A book about the Silkwood case claims that an underground smuggling ring was 

responsible for a large quantity of missing plutonium from the plant and that US 
government agencies, Israeli Mossad and Iranians were involved.

• Civil action taken on behalf of Karen Silkwood by her surviving relatives 
• longest civil trial in Oklahoma’s history, settled out of court in the mid-80s. 
• Brad would have grown up in Crescent with the Silkwood story looming large in 

the community consciousness. There is no doubt that he will have known about 
the case and have been influenced by it.



(2) WIKILEAKS CABLES: THE MISSING NUCLEAR MATERIALS

Some of the diplomatic cables Bradley is accused of leaking shed light on the shady 
criminal world of missing nuclear material and where it goes

• Weapons-grade plutonium carried on freight trains across Kazakhstan-Russia 
border

• Highly enriched uranium transported across Uganda by bus
• Radioactive plates stolen from Chernobyl up for sale in Lisbon
• Uranium workers in Namibia smuggling half a ton of uranium yellowcake out of 

the compound in plastic bags
• International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the nuclear safety watchdog admits 

its own plutonium lab in Austria is unsafe because it has windows making it 
vulnerable to break-ins 

• Terrorists can easily get weapons-grade radioactive material at a former Soviet 
nuclear test site in Kazakhstan, one of the most radioactively contaminated 
regions of the world. Semipalatinsk.

Meanwhile, in Japan....

(3) WIKILEAKS CABLES: JAPAN AND FUKUSHIMA

The cables reveal 

• That Japan was warned more than two years before the Fukushima disaster by 
the international nuclear watchdog that its nuclear power plants were not 
capable of withstanding powerful earthquakes.

• Plants built to out of date specifications and only to withstand a "6.5 
magnitude" earthquake. Fukushima was a 9.0 magnitude earthquake.

• The moment magnitude scale isn't linear either and a mag 9.0 earthquake is 
very many times more powerful than a magnitude 6.5, so these are very 
serious failings.

• That Taro Kono, a high-profile member of Japan's lower house, told US 
diplomats in October 2008 that the government was "covering up" nuclear 
accidents, obscuring the true costs and problems associated with the nuclear 
industry and ignoring sustainable forms of energy. 

Back in Wales, where Brad's parents met and his mother still lives...

(4) PEMBROKESHIRE, MILFORD HAVEN, CARWYN JONES AND TRIDENT

Just as Scotland looks as though it may finally get round to kicking Trident out, Wales' 
first minister Carwyn Jones has stepped in and offered to house Britain's nuclear 
submarine fleet armed with Trident nuclear weapons in Pembrokeshire.

Bradley Manning's maternal family is from Pembrokeshire and he lived there for about 
four years when he was a teenager. He still has many close relatives in the area 
including some in Milford Haven.

If the siting Trident at Milford Haven looks like becoming a reality, we will be in 
Pembrokeshire, campaigning FOR Bradley Manning and AGAINST Trident!



WHAT CAN WE DO?

Governments intent on war always justify acts of aggression in the name of peace 
including the terrible acts of mass murder - crimes against humanity - that took place 
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. We know such justifications are a lie and those in 
charge are rarely brought to account for such acts. 

With a complicit mainstream media, we rely on whistleblowers to reveal the truth in 
times of war (for instance Daniel Ellsberg during Vietnam; Mordechai Vanunu on 
Israel's secret nuclear weapons programme). 

Bradley Manning and Julian Assange have put their lives on the line to peacefully 
expose the truth, creating the potential as never before to bring an end to the wars. 
For this they are being persecuted.

Anyone who has blown the whistle at any level will understand the personal cost of 
taking such action, but most won't face the prospect of life without parole or worse.

SOLIDARITY

Bradley Manning's fate depends on how much solidarity we can generate worldwide to 
make it clear that we will not accept him being persecuted by the US for blowing the 
whistle on documents that should never have been classified in the first place and 
which in some instances reveal war crimes.

We have a solidarity network WISE Up Action, (WISE being Welsh, Irish, Scottish and 
English) taking action for Bradley Manning and Julian Assange. Let me have your 
contact details afterwards if you want to get involved.

USE THE CABLES

It is important that different campaigns study cables that are relevant to their area of 
work. The more countries, bodies, individuals who tell the world what the leaked 
cables have revealed for their campaigns, the more this supports Bradley Manning, 
Julian Assange and WikiLeaks. I would urge anyone with a particular area of interest 
to use the leaked cables in their campaigns.

FINALLY

A quote attributed to Bradley Manning:

hypothetical question: if you had free reign over classified networks for long 
periods of time… say, 8-9 months… and you saw incredible things, awful 
things… things that belonged in the public domain, and not on some server 
stored in a dark room in Washington DC… 

what would you do? 


